Original \v

THE ENCHANTMENT OF LITERATURE: A HISTORICAL
EXAMINATION OF MEDIEVAL SCHOLARLY MAGIC AND TEXTS

YAO XIAOCHAO 1%, Uranus Saadat 2™

ABSTRACT

A growing body of research is focusing on religion's "critical categories," and this study provides a
fresh perspective on this topic: When studying concepts that are both malleable and multipurpose,
researchers have the challenge of eliciting accurate understandings of these terms while also resolving
heated debates about their appropriate use. This article argues that rather than reducing the semantic
richness of these categories just via "definitions," should acknowledge polysemantic as a fundamental
feature of most, if not all, of these categories in religious studies. Additionally, the research presents a
novel methodological tool known as "polysemantic analysis." This tool consists of two parts: narrative
analysis and intellectual reverse engineering. It breaks down a contentious category into a "net of
conceptions" or semantic matrix, which may be used to analyze religious data. By preserving the
analytical utility of the polysemantic idea, this technique allows for more complex and granular analysis
of religious data. A process categorization that has recently attracted more scholarly attention, "religious
individualization," is the focus of the study's use of this approach. The "polysemantic analysis" matrix
displays four domains' worth of category ideas. Utilizing this "net of conceptions" thereafter allows one
to "magic" conceptual history, whether it good or negative. One possible prime illustration of these
processes is the way the textual history of "Western taught magic" activates a wide range of "religiously
induced cognitive" notions, which in turn raises a number of specific difficulties.

Keywords: Supernatural, Ancient, Medieval Knowledge, The Magical Book of Literature and
Mysteries.

. INTRODUCTION

Stories bring people together via the commonality of language and shared experiences. It's a fresh
approach to sharing and communicating. Losing the power of speech would force humans to rely

on nonverbal cues like body language. Without this relationship, culture and civilization cannot
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progress. When it comes to conveying the whole range of human feeling, from grief to happiness
to awe at just being alive, words really do the job. Among all the tools at a researcher's disposal,
language has an enchanting quality. The language has the power to both uplift and degrade. With
nothing more than the words on the page, books have the power to transport their readers to another
world. The power of language alone has the potential to immerse the reader in the story and make
them feel like they are a part of it (Klaassen et al., 2021). This was the case all the way through the
Middle Ages. Words and deeds could enchant people in the Middle Ages, and books could impart
knowledge and convey thoughts. People throughout the Middle Ages yearned for knowledge and a
deeper connection to the universe, yet they also believed in magic. Studying medieval society's
beliefs on sorcery and its practitioners, as well as literature from the period, might help scholars
begin to understand their belief in magical forces inherent to their surroundings and the idea that
words can harness this magic. Scientists could only grasp the idea that words had this kind of power
in this manner. What people felt about magic in the Middle Ages is shown in literature. Despite the
vast differences between 18th-century and modern perspectives on magic and its practitioners, there
is continuity in the portrayal of magical ideas in both eras. This is genuine, even if magic was

frowned upon in the Middle Ages (Heiduk et al., 2020).

2. BACKGROUND OF THE STUDY

During the Middle Ages, magic really did exist. Some people assume science is just fiction or
superstition since it is so common in today's society. The idea of magic is immediately disregarded
since it does not align with this perspective. Despite magic's historical role in giving meaning to
everyday experiences, contemporary culture rejects it as a real phenomenon, associates it with

witchcraft, and treats it as a crime, similar to how secular societies treat religion. Like magic, most
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modern people see religion as a product of the imagination and rooted on superstition. The dark
connotations associated with witchcraft have cast a shadow over all magic, real or imagined. The
Oxford English Dictionary has a fascinating definition of spell: "without article: Discourse,
narration, speech; occasionally idle talk, fable. "The phrase casting a spell” seems to have meant
more of an act of exerting one's influence than any evil or magical behavior throughout the Middle
Ages. Those who cast spells are just public speakers if a spell is like a story or a speech. Nowadays,
everybody who can perform magical spells is immediately branded as a witch or wizard. The
Oxford English Dictionary states that the term "grammar™ has its roots in the French word
"grimoire,"” meaning a book of sorcery. The word "glamour," meaning magic or enchantment, also
led it to become corrupted. The notion was given the significance that mediaeval society sought
via the medium of language (Johannsen, 2023). On the other hand, in today's more rational and
technologically advanced culture, individuals have more opportunities than ever before to write
off magic as an urban legend or an evil power. Given the abundance of knowledge made possible
by scientific inquiry, many contemporary people hold the view that "superstitious™ practices like
magic are superfluous. If it goes against popular opinion or includes scientifically unexplained
events, people are likely to look at it with skepticism. This is true across many religions. This
means modern readers can't understand the charm and enchantment of medieval literature or even
grasp the idea that writing might be thus. Even now, the incredibly popular Harry Potter novels
are an inevitable part of any discussion on magic or witchcraft. Since the show follows a group of
young witches and wizards as they attend a magical boarding school, the fact that it has caused
controversy is not surprising. Some were concerned that showing children Harry Potter may
inspire them to follow in his wizarding footsteps. Some religious groups have sought to ban these
novels from school libraries in the belief that they may influence children to practice magic or
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convert to Wicca, despite the fact that Wiccans have claimed that the books have nothing to do
with real Wicca practices. Despite the passage of hundreds of years since magic was revered, the
persistence of fear and confusion around witchcraft and magic reveals something about modern
society. It also shows how powerful words can be. This proves that literature terrifies individuals
due to the profound impact it has the potential to have on readers. Even though the Harry Potter
novels are only words on a page, some knowledgeable people were worried about the influence
they may have on young, gullible brains. This was particularly the case among religious
communities that hold the notion that magic is intrinsically wicked and regard it with profound
distrust. Modern people underestimate the power of words, but medieval people also believed in

magic as a real force in nature (Lawrence-Mathers, 2020).

3. LITERATURE REVIEW

Charms and other magical things were even suggested as a means of birth control, health, and
protection in medieval medical texts. Because of this, it's clear that many people considered magic
and witchcraft to be a valid medical practice. For targeted effects like birth control, the rotula—
the preeminent medieval women's medical treatise—suggested using amulets instead of
medications. When the use of charms and amulets—a perfectly normal and benign sort of magic—
became associated with demonic abilities or evil rituals in the fourteenth century, the current
perspective on the subject of superstitious magic emerged. You must know the medieval
perspective on magic in order to really grasp the magical story's meaning. Back then, magic and
science were interchangeable terms. Because its practices—including rites, taboos, and beliefs—

could be seen as a means to comprehend or, at the very least, characterize the cosmos, it provided
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an explanation for the enigmatic. It may go on to examine literary representations of the medieval
worldview after defining and describing the mediaeval perspective toward magic. The following
are just a few examples of how magic and witchcraft have been portrayed in literature. I've focused
on female characters from Arthurian legends because, in mediaeval society, women were more
commonly accused of practicing witchcraft and punished for it. As per one expert, "empirical
confusion of sainthood and witchcraft arose, when it did at all, mainly in the case of women" due
to "women's spirituality was often morbid" ( Kieckhefer, 2022). As a general rule, women have
been persecuted and accused of witchcraft more often than males have been throughout history.
Medieval society, like most others throughout history, was patriarchal and degraded women.
Because of their perceived greater receptivity to outside influences, witchcraft accusations against
women occurred more often than against men. It was believed that the devil could more readily
convince women than men to sign a contract with him, thus many women were falsely accused
and forced to undergo absurd and very foolish tests to prove their innocence. A common Arthurian
hero's patience, tenacity, honesty, faith, and celibacy ultimately preserve him from magic. While
the sexist passages in mediaeval literature do not have any direct bearing on the personalities
associated with magic or witchcraft in mediaeval culture, they do provide useful context for
understanding the eighteenth-century view of women and the disproportionate frequency with

which they were persecuted for such practices compared to men (Lamont & Steinmeyer, 2018).

4. RESEARCH METHODOLOGY

Secondary study was performed on the historical discourse of magical texts within medieval magic

and literature. It was determined that "In the century preceding the volcanic activity of
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Protestantism, reformist impulses had already invigorated numerous administrative authorities,
necessitating heightened concern regarding appropriate religiosity, lay religiosity, and alleged
superstition." This indicated that women claiming to possess miraculous powers from Christ were
swiftly categorized as witches and faced the peril of being penalized as demons or heretics,
regardless of the veracity of their claims. Both laypeople and many clergy perform spells, charms,
healing rituals, and other essential acts that challenge these authority. Authorities saw these rituals
as invoking demons and deemed them superstitious. This aligns with Christian doctrines that
consider the majority of magic to be demonic in nature. Another study indicates that the
Reformation signified a profound transformation in medieval society's perception of magic and its
practitioners. The factor that caused the convergence of the two distinct magical systems into a
single, malevolent entity. The witches' control and dominion over demonic power relied only on a
formal pact with Satan, hence significantly reducing the effectiveness of whatever rudimentary

magic they performed.

5. CONCLUSION

No matter how dissimilar modern and mediaeval perspectives on witchcraft and magic may be,
the literature and language of any particular era always mirror the fears, doubts, and beliefs of the
civilization inside. The power of language to bring about social change has been much-heralded,
yet it is also the glue that keeps civilizations together. The ability of literature to transport readers

to another realm or to influence their worldview via the medium of written word alone makes
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books invaluable. In mediaeval times, magic was well-known and generally acknowledged. It is
essential to study the social structure of that era and how it was intended to be reflected in
publications in order to understand how people thought magic was everywhere or how it could
have been utilized through language, even though problems in society and the past ultimately led
to the decline of magic or the blurring of boundaries between good and bad magic. Use it similarly

to other literary works from this time (Goulding, 2019).
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