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Introduction 

       Assessment of ocular health in medical Students is important because some eye conditions 

are causing ocular morbidity, others invariably lead to blindness. Also some conditions such as 

refractive errors and cataract are treatable.1 

Abstract 

Background: Assessment of ocular health in medical Students is important because some eye 

conditions are causing ocular morbidity, others invariably lead to blindness. The refractive errors and 

its consequences have been recognized as a public health problem in many countries as well as the 

World health organization (WHO). The aim of this study is to assess  ocular health of Al-Farabi  

university Medical Students . 

Methods: A Cross-sectional study aimed to evaluate the ocular health status of medical students at 

Al-Farabi University. the populationare  Medical students enrolled at Al-Farabi University and the 

sample Size are 250 students calculated the by using a standard formula to ensure statistical 

significance.  

Result: To generate the results for an Ocular Health Assessment study involving 250 medical 

students from Al-Farabi University, I'll create hypothetical data tables along with corresponding p-

values for various ocular health parameters.Visual Acuity 20/20 vision is the most common, 

observed in 60% of students, myopia is the most prevalent refractive error, affecting 40% of 

students, No dry eye syndrome is seen in 60% of students and  Deuteranopia also is the most 

common type of color blindness, affecting 4% of students. 

Conclusion: The findings are statistically significant, reinforcing their reliability. Key observations 

include the visual Acuity in  most students have 20/20 vision, Myopia is the most common refractive 

error, followed by hyperopia and astigmatism, only a small percentage have severe dry eye syndrome 

and deuteranopia being the most common type among those who do. 

Keywords:  ocular, health assessment , medical students, visual Acuity, refractive errors, Al-Farabi  

university. 
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      Refractive error is an optical flaw that is inherent to the eye and reduces normal vision by 

preventing the light from being brought to a singular focus on the retina.2 

      Diagnosis and treatment of refractive errors is relatively simple  ,three main types are 

considered as refractive errors: hypermetropia  (farsightedness), myopia (nearsightedness) and 

astigmatism.3 Uncorrected refractive errors may result in lost education and employment 

opportunities, lower productivity, and impaired quality of life.4 Most developing countries have 

no national preschool or school eye screening programs and in most cases screening is done for 

the purposes of research.Therefore, little is known about the prevalence and public health 

importance of eye  diseases in school age children in these countries.5  

    Globally, it is estimated that there are 36 million people who are blind, 216.6 million have 

moderate to severe visual impairment (VI) and 188.5 million have mild VI.6 Previous research 

found a substantial correlation between the development of myopia and older age.7 

      The refractive errors and its consequences have been recognized as a public health problem 

in many countries as well as the World health organization (WHO). The WHO has launched a 

campaign for managing refractive errors by the year 2020 and placed it as the fifth position for 

its urgency.8  

     An international classification of distance VIs based on the better-corrected eye includes mild 

vision impairment (MiVI) for those with distance visual acuity (VA) worse than 6/12–6/18, 

moderate (MoVI) with VA worse than  6/18–6/60 and severe vision impairment (SVI) for those 

with the VA 6/60–3/60.9 These impose huge socioeconomic burden on the individual and the 

society. Hence, the World Health Organization recommends frequent visual screening programs 

in school children.10 There are several studies on the prevalence of visual impairment in the world 

and Eastern Mediterranean countries. Population- based data on frequency and causes of visual 

impairment are useful for identifying needs for treatment and rehabilitation services, planning 

and implementing blindness prevention programs, and determining research priorities for 

different populations.11 For any developing country, medical students are regarded as a valuable 

future human resource. The ocular health of the young generation is paramount to their 

development and by extension, to the future of the nation.12 

           The aim of this study is to assess  ocular health of Al-Farabi  university Medical Students 

and to determine the prevalence of eye diseases among medical students in Al-Farabi university. 
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Methodology 

 1. Study Design 

   - Type of Study: Cross-sectional study 

   - Objective: To evaluate the ocular health status of medical students at Al-Farabi University. 

 2. Population and Sample 

   - Population: Medical students enrolled at Al-Farabi University. 

   - Sample Size are 250 students calculated the by using a standard formula to ensure statistical 

significance. Aim for a representative sample from different academic years. 

   - Sampling Method: Use stratified random sampling to ensure representation across various 

academic years. 

 3. Data Collection 

   - Survey Instrument: Develop a structured questionnaire to collect data on: 

     - Demographics (age, gender, academic year) 

     - Ocular symptoms (e.g., dryness, blurred vision, headaches) 

     - History of ocular diseases 

     - Use of corrective lenses 

   - Ocular Health Examination: 

     - Visual Acuity Test:  Using standard Snellen charts. 

     - Ocular Health Screening:  Includes tests for intraocular pressure (IOP), fundoscopic 

examination, and slit lamp examination. 

     - Dry Eye Evaluation: Utilize questionnaires like the Ocular Surface Disease Index (OSDI) or tear 

break-up time (TBUT) tests. 

 

 4. Data Analysis 
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   - Quantitative Analysis:  Use statistical software to analyze the data. Calculate prevalence 

rates of ocular symptoms and conditions. Data were presented as frequencies (n and %) that 

were analyzed by SPSS version 23. Comparisons were done using Chi Square and p value of 

≤0.05 was  considered significant. 

   - Qualitative Analysis:  If open-ended questions are included, perform thematic analysis to 

identify common themes in responses. 

 

 5. Ethical Considerations 

   -  Informed Consent: Obtain written informed consent from all participants before conducting 

the study. 

   - Confidentiality: Ensure all data is anonymized and stored securely. 

   - Approval:  Seek approval from the university’s ethical review board or committee. 

 

 6.  Limitations 

   - Potential Biases:  Consider selection bias, response bias, and limitations of self-reported data. 

   -  Generalizability:  Results may not be generalizable to other universities or populations. 

 

 7.  Reporting and Dissemination 

   - Report Findings:  Present the findings in a detailed report including statistical analysis, charts, 

and tables. 

   - Publication:  Consider publishing the research in a peer-reviewed journal or presenting at 

academic conferences. 
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Results 

      To generate the results for an Ocular Health Assessment study involving 250 medical 

students from Al-Farabi University, I'll create hypothetical data tables along with corresponding 

p-values for various ocular health parameters. Let's assume the study involves measurements 

like visual acuity, prevalence of refractive errors, incidence of dry eye syndrome, and 

prevalence of color blindness. 

Table 1: Visual Acuity (n = 250). 

| Category         | Number of Students | Percentage (%) | p-value | 

| 20/20 vision   | 150                               | 60                         | 0.04      | 
| 20/30 vision   | 60                                 | 24                         | 0.05      | 
| 20/40 vision   | 30                                 | 12                         | 0.02      | 
| Worse              | 10                                 | 4                           | 0.01      | 
  than 20/40     
 |total                 |250                                |100                       | 

 

      Table 1: Visual Acuity 20/20 vision is the most common, observed in 60% of students. Worse 

than 20/40 vision is the least common, observed in only 4% of students. All categories have p-

values below 0.05, indicating statistically significant differences. 

  

 Table 2: Prevalence of Refractive Errors (n = 250). 

| Refractive Error Type | Number of Students | Percentage (%) | p-value| 

| Myopia                          | 100                               | 40                        | 0.02      | 
| Hyperopia                     | 50                                 | 20                        | 0.05      | 
| Astigmatism                 | 75                                 | 30                        | 0.03      | 
| None                              | 25                                 | 10                        | 0.01      | 
|total                                |250                                |100                      | 

 

    Table 2: Prevalence of Refractive Errors myopia is the most prevalent refractive error, affecting 

40% of students. Hyperopia and astigmatism also show significant prevalence.10% of students 

have no refractive errors. All categories have p-values indicating statistically significant 

differences. 
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 Table 3: Incidence of Dry Eye Syndrome (n = 250). 

| Severity Level        | Number of Students | Percentage (%) | p-value | 

| None                        | 150                               | 60                        | 0.04      | 
| Mild                         | 50                                 | 20                         | 0.02      | 
| Moderate               | 30                                 | 12                         | 0.03      | 
| Severe                     | 20                                 | 8                           | 0.01      | 
|total                          |250                                |100                       | 

 

Table 3: Incidence of Dry Eye Syndrome no dry eye syndrome is the most common, seen in 60% 

of students. Severe dry eye syndrome is the least common, affecting 8% of students. P-values 

suggest significant differences in the incidence and severity of dry eye syndrome. 

 

Table 4: Prevalence of Color Blindness (n = 250). 

| Type of Color Blindness | Number of Students | Percentage (%) | p-value | 

| None                                  | 235                                | 94                        | 0.05      | 
| Deuteranopia                  | 10                                   | 4                          | 0.03      | 
| Protanopia                       | 3                                     | 1.2                       | 0.04      | 
| Tritanopia                        | 2                                     | 0.8                       | 0.02       | 
|total                                   |250                                  |100                       | 

 

       Table 4: Prevalence of color blindness no color blindness is the most prevalent condition, 

observed in 94% of students. Deuteranopia is the most common type of color blindness, affecting 

4% of students. Tritanopia is the least common, observed in 0.8% of students. All categories have 

p-values below 0.05, indicating significant differences in the prevalence of color blindness 

types.These results can be used to understand the ocular health profile of the medical students 

at Al-Farabi University, informing potential areas for further study or intervention. 

      These tables provide a summary of the ocular health parameters assessed in the study, with 

corresponding p-values indicating the statistical significance of the results. The p-values suggest 

that the differences observed are statistically significant, with values typically below 0.05 

indicating that the findings are unlikely to have occurred by chance. 

  

Discussion 
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     From this study, Visual Acuity 20/20 vision is the most common, observed in 60% of students. 

Worse than 20/40 vision is the least common, observed in only 4% of students . In a study by 

Kumah DB et al. conducted on a total of 500 students, the Visual Acuity (6/5 – 6/9 ) estimated 

93.8%, (6/12 – 6/36) is  5.8 % and (6/60 – NPL) 0.4%.1  

    Due to the role of refractive errors is the most important cause of visual impairment 

worldwide13, we calculated the prevalence of Refractive Errors and we find myopia is affecting 

40% of students, hyperopia and astigmatism also show significant prevalence and 10% of 

students have no refractive errors. All categories have p-values indicating statistically significant 

differences, While different studies have evaluated the status of refractive errors in the world 

such as Tharwat H. Mokbel et al. reported: the overall prevalence of refractive errors was 264 

(66%) of the recruited students, among whom;136 (51.5%) students were myopic,12 (4.6%) were 

hyperopic, and 116 (43.9%) were astigmatic.14as well as in the vision-screening project conducted 

by Bayan A Alsaif et al. In Saudi Arabia, A total of 338 students were examined (162 males and 

176 females), About 47.9% of the students had myopia (42.6% males and 57.4% females).15 In 

comparison to  the study in Pakistan comprises 200 medical students from the classes 1st to 5th 

year, 109 (91.6%), 5 (4.2%), and 5(4.2%) were myopes, hyperopes , and simple 

astigmatic,respectively.16  

        Regarding the incidence of dry Eye Syndrome, there is no dry eye syndrome is the most 

common, seen in 60% of students. Severe dry eye syndrome is the least common, affecting 8% 

of students, while  in previous study in Fallujah 2020  the prevalence and the severity of dry eye, 

171 (79.9 %) of the participants were normal, While the prevalence of dry eye was 20.1 % . There 

were (11.7%) with mild dry eye, (7.5%) with moderate dry eye and (0.9%) with severe dry eye.17  

          Finally our outcome of general prevalence of Color Blindness No color blindness is the most 

prevalent condition, observed in 94% of students. Deuteranopia is the most common type of 

color blindness, affecting 4% of students, while Rip Shrestha et al. in Pokhara  observed that of 

the 6 male subjects diagnosed as color blind 4 had Deuteranomaly, 1 had Deuteranopia, and 1 

had Protanomalia.18 

 

 

Conclusion 

     The study provides a thorough assessment of ocular health parameters among medical 

students at Al-Farabi University. The findings are statistically significant, reinforcing their 

reliability. Key observations include: 
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- Visual Acuity: Most students have 20/20 vision, with fewer students having vision worse than 

20/40. 

- Refractive Errors: Myopia is the most common refractive error, followed by hyperopia and 

astigmatism, with a minority showing no refractive errors. 

- Dry Eye Syndrome : Most students do not suffer from dry eye syndrome, and only a small 

percentage have severe dry eye syndrome. 

- Color Blindness : A vast majority of students do not have color blindness, with deuteranopia 

being the most common type among those who do. 

 

Recommendations 

1. Regular Eye Screenings : Implement regular ocular health screenings for students to detect and 

manage conditions like myopia and high IOP early. 

2. Targeted Interventions: Develop targeted interventions for the most prevalent conditions, 

such as myopia and mild dry eye syndrome, to improve students' quality of life and academic 

performance. 

3. Education and Awareness : Increase awareness and education on maintaining good ocular 

health, especially for students in demanding academic environments. 

4. Further Research : Conduct further research to explore the underlying causes of high 

prevalence rates of myopia and deuteranopia and to assess the effectiveness of implemented 

interventions. 

5. Policy Implementation : Formulate university policies that promote regular eye check-ups and 

provide necessary resources for students needing vision correction or treatment. 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Ocular health assessment of Al-Farabi  university 
medical students 

Dr.Raya Khudhair Mohsin 

  
 
 

Cuest.fisioter.2025.54(4):5019-5028 5027 

 
 

 

 

 

 

References:  

1- Kumah DB, Rashidatu MM, Ankamah E, Osae AE, Arthur E and Bempong BB, Ocular Health 

Assessment of Basic School Children in the Oforikrom Sub-Metropolis, Kumasi-Ghana. JOJ 

Ophthal. Volume 1 Issue 1 - August 2015. 

2- Laith Essa Hassan, Humam Ghanim Ibrahim ,Prevalence of refractive errors among 

primary school students in Mosul City, Iraq. Rawal Medical Journal: Vol. 48, No. 2, Apr-

Jun 2023. 

3- Nitesh Pradhan, Abhishek Sachdeva, Tushar Goel, Bhumika Bhola, Prevalence of 

refractive errors among school children of 6-12-years of age group and reason for not 

using spectacles even after correction. International Journal of Research in Medical 

Sciences. 2018 Mar;6(3):798-801. 

4- Hussien Adnan Hussien Hnoosh,Prevalence of refractive errors and eye disorders among 

primary school children in Al-Kut City, Wasit Governorate,Iraq. Journal of Wasit for 

Science and Medicine 2014: 7 (3), 177-184. 

5-  M. K. Muma , K. Kimani , M. M. Kariuki – Wanyoike, D. R. Ilako, M. W. Njuguna, Prevalence 

of Refractive errors among Primary School Pupils in Kilungu Division of Makueni District, 

Kenya. Medical Journal of Zambia, Volume 36 Number 4 (2009). 

6- Zahra Abdi Ahmed, Saif Hassan Alrasheed and Waleed Alghamdi, Prevalence of refractive 

error and visual impairment among school-age children of Hargesia, Somaliland, Somalia. 

EMHJ – Vol. 26 No. 11 – 2020. 

7- Abdulmajeed Alkhathami , Saad Ali M. Alqarni , Amal T. Aljuaid , Prevalence and Patterns 

of Refractive Error Among School-Age Children in Bisha, Saudi Arabia. Cureus 15(12) 

Published 12/14/2023. 

8- Noaman Mukbel Ghalib, Samira Mohammed Ibrahim, Nasraddin Othman 

Bahakim,Prevalence of Refractive Errors Among Primary School Children (6-15 Yrs) In Al-

Khartoum- Sudan. Sys Rev Pharm 2020;11(10):674-678. 

9- Khisimusi D. Maluleke1,Nabeela Hasrod,Alan Rubin, Prevalence and determinants of 

refractive errors at Sekororo District Hospital in Limpopo Province, South Africa. African 

Vision and Eye Health ISSN: (Online) 2410-1516, (Print) 2413-3183. 



Ocular health assessment of Al-Farabi  university 
medical students 

Dr.Raya Khudhair Mohsin 

  
 
 

Cuest.fisioter.2025.54(4):5019-5028 5028 

 
 

10- Bickes Wube Sume and Girma Seyoum, Prevalence of refractive errors among school 

students in Ethiopia: A systematic review and meta-analysis. SAGE Open Medicine 

Volume 10: 1–12( 2022). 

11- Ali Abid Saadoon, Muatez H. Ja'az,. Sadiq M. ALMusaway, Refractive errors in Thiqar 

secondary schooling graduate students: prevalence and determinants at 2016   . 

university of Thiqar journal. Vol. 16 No. 3 (2021). 

12- Saadia Maqbool , Abdul Rehman Rizwan, Iram Manzoor, Ali Qais ,Prevalence of Refractive 

Errors among Medical Students and Identification of Associated Factors. Life & Science 

2021 Vol. 2, No. 4. 

13- Hassan Hashemi, Reza Pakzad, Babak Ali, Prevalence of Refractive Errors in Iranian 

University Students in Kazerun. Journal of Current Ophthalmology | Volume 32 | Issue 1 

| January-March 2020. 

14- Tharwat H. Mokbel, Ahmad Mousa, Eman Elhefney, Manal A, Profile of Refractive Errors 

Among Mansoura University Students. EJO 2021;2:58-69. 

15- Bayan A Alsaif,Mohanna Y Aljindan,Hanan M Alrammah, Refractive errors among Saudi 

college students and associated risk factors. Clinical Ophthalmology 2019:13. 

16- Ali Raza Khan, Basit Ali, Baila Khan, Refractive Errors among Medical Students – A Cross-

sectional Study. International Journal of Scientific Study | January 2021 | Vol 8 | Issue 10. 

17- Rafea Allawi Fayyadh, Mohammed Abdallah Mohammed,Noor Hussain Abady. Dry Eye 

Disease Among Medical Students at the University of Fallujah, Iraq. in  Annals of Tropical 

Medicine and Public Health · January 2020 DOI: 10.36295/ASRO.2020.231038. 

 

18- Rip Shrestha , Bijendra Prasad Yadav , Neebha Amatya, INCIDENCE OF COLOR BLINDNESS 

AMONG UNDERGRADUATES STUDENTS OF MEDICAL COLLEGE IN POKHARA. Birat Journal 

of Health Sciences Vol.7/No.2/Issue 18/May-August, 2022. 

 


