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Abstract: 
Education and politics are some of the most popular areas of study that determine the educational policies in 
the world. This research article aims to explain the connection between educational policy and politics and the 
integration of the two. This paper aims to analyze the historical background of education policies, the political 
systems that have been involved, and how political systems have impacted education reforms. Hence, this 
paper uses both quantitative and qualitative research designs to compare case studies from different countries 
on the impact of political climate on education. The findings of the study indicate that political factors are not 
the only influences on educational policies but socio-economic and cultural factors as well. The discussion also 
reveals the fact that there is a need to balance the education needs and the political setting. In conclusion, the 
article calls on policymakers to engage more people in society in the formulation of policies in the provision of 
education to come up with better and fair policies. 
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1. Introduction 
Education is one of the most significant factors in human lives and is viewed as an individual and country’s 
value. However the formation of educational systems is linked with political processes, and these may either 
facilitate or hinder the achievement of educational goals. Education and politics are related, as the political 
systems, beliefs, and policies are constantly changing and impacting the education systems. 
 
1.1 Historical Evolution of Educational Policies 
The analysis of the evolution of educational policies shows that they concern political systems and values. For 
instance, the development of public systems of education in the nineteenth and twentieth centuries in Europe 
and North America was linked with the building of a nation-state and the making of national citizens [1]. For 
instance, in the United Kingdom and the United States of America, educational changes were in line with the 
political culture of the two countries at different times; liberal political culture supported universal education 
while conservative political culture supported traditional curriculum [2]. 
Education in the post-colonial context in the Global South was shaped by the colonial development of education 
policies for nation-building and socio-economic development. For example, India and Kenya for instance 
adopted policies that sought to enhance enrolment in education to overcome colonialism and promote unity in 
the nation [3]. However, these endeavors were frequently linked to political and economic instabilities which 
implied that the educational reforms were not very effective [4]. 
 
1.2 Political Ideologies and Educational Reforms 
Politics has a very close relation with the education policies that are in practice currently. In general, liberalism 
advocates for equal and fair treatment of all people in the provision of education with special regard to their 
rights [5]. This is evident in policies that seek to enhance the enrollment and attendance of the disadvantaged 
groups in education for instance the affirmative action policies in the United States of America and India [6]. 
On the other hand, conservative ideologies are linked with such values and curricula as tradition, order, and 
culture [7]. This is well illustrated by some of the policies like school choice, performance indicators, and a call 
for more emphasis on basics [8]. 
For example, in socialism and communism, education has been an instrument of propaganda that disseminates 
collective beliefs, and the state regulates the content taught [9]. For instance, the education systems in the 
Soviet Union and China were to produce citizens who would be socialists [10]. The neoliberal frameworks are 
marketization of education, competition, privatization, and accountability on the other hand [11]. These 
principles have been behind such measures as charter schools and voucher programs in the United States 
and the United Kingdom [12]. 
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1.3 The Impact of Political Agendas on Educational Reforms 
In most cases, it is believed that the goals and objectives of education reforms have some political implications. 
Education is one of the most significant political products that political parties offer to the people during election 
campaigns with reforms that are compatible with the general political systems [13]. For example, the No Child 
Left Behind Act in the United States is one of the policy measures that were backed by the Republican Party 
and the policy entails accountability and testing. Likewise, the free primary education policy in Kenya was one 
of the policies of the National Rainbow Coalition that was meant to solve the education problem and to win the 
people’s vote [15]. 
Education policies are applied as a tool of oppression to oppress the people in authoritarian nations. For 
example, in Saudi Arabia, the content of education is controlled by the government to reflect the Islamic culture 
to justify the supremacy of the royal family [16]. Likewise, education in North Korea is to shape the subject of 
the ruling Kims’ ideology and to replicate the state’s authority over society [17]. 
 
1.4 The Role of International Organizations 
Other global bodies that play a major part in the development of education policies are the United Nations 
Educational Scientific and Cultural Organization (UNESCO), the World Bank, and the Organization for 
Economic Cooperation and Development (OECD) especially in the third world. These organizations provide 
consultancy, funding, and policy assistance to governments on how to implement educational reforms [18]. For 
example, the World Bank has promoted education reforms that advocate for decentralization, participation of 
the community, and education for results [19]. However, the role of these organizations remains ambiguous as 
the critics argue that their politics are neoliberal, that is, the policies are grounded in the rationality of the market 
rather than justice [20]. 
 
1.5 Challenges and Opportunities in Edu-Policy Making 
Education policies are not easy to develop, and this is why several issues such as politics, lack of resources, 
and concerns of the stakeholders are likely to arise in the process. In many countries, educational policies are 
always a political affair whereby politicians make sure that education caters to their regional interests [21]. This 
can lead to policy incoherence, policy flip-flops, and confusion in the strategic management of a country [22]. 
On the positive side, there is the potential to develop more liberal and efficient educational policies. Increasing 
awareness of the need for evidence-based practice is an opportunity to develop policies based on research 
and data and not political decisions [23]. Furthermore, the engagement of civil society organizations, educators, 
and students in the policy process can contribute to improving the match between policy and the needs of the 
education system [24]. 
 
1.6 Research Objectives 
This research aims to: 
1. Explain the role of education in politics in the past and the present. 
2. Explain how political systems impact the systems of education. 
3. Explain the political aspects that can be associated with the process of educational changes. 
4. Explain how international organizations affect national education systems. 
5. Analyze the policy-making process and find out the benefits and drawbacks of the policy-making process. 
 
2. Research Methodology 
2.1 Research Design 
This research employs both quantitative and qualitative research to make sure that there is a proper 
understanding of the relationship between education and politics. The research uses case histories from 
various countries with a focus on the political context and education change processes. The primary data is 
gathered from the policymakers, educators, and other professionals from the field of education, and the 
secondary data is gathered from the journals, policies, reports, and documents from the international 
organizations. 
 
2.2 Case Study Selection 
The selection of the cases depends on the research questions and the political context of the country of interest. 
The selected countries include the United States, India, Kenya, and China, and these countries have different 
political systems and educational systems. These case studies provide a view of how political systems, policies, 
and the world environment impact education systems in various contexts. 
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2.3 Data Collection 
The primary data is collected from policymakers, educators, and other professionals in the field of education 
policy. These interviews are conducted to understand how policies are made, how political systems influence 
education policies, and the challenges faced when implementing education policies. Secondary data can be 
collected from journals, policies, governmental reports, and publications of international organizations. This 
data is used to make conclusions as to tendencies, regularities, and effects of political processes on 
educational policies. 
 
2.4 Data Analysis 
In the analysis of the data, the use of both qualitative and quantitative research approaches is used. The 
interviews are conducted, and the data collected is subjected to content analysis to come up with themes such 
as political ideologies, political agendas, and policy-making challenges. The quantitative data is then subjected 
to statistical analysis to establish the nature of the relationship between political contexts and educational 
results. 
 
3. Results and Discussion 
3.1 Analysis of Political Influence on Educational Reforms 
The information collected from the various countries reveals that political stances and policies are major 
determinants of education systems. This is because politically unstable nations such as Kenya and India 
undergo more frequent educational reforms that are politically driven as compared to politically stable nations 
such as Japan and South Korea. 
 

Table 1: Frequency of Educational Reforms Driven by Political Agendas (2000-2020) 

Country Number of Reforms Major Political Influences 

Kenya 15 Free Primary Education, Decentralization policies 

India 12 Right to Education Act, Sarva Shiksha Abhiyan 

Japan 5 Long-term national educational strategies 

South Korea 4 Reforms focusing on global competitiveness 

 

 
Figure 1: Impact of Political Agendas on the Frequency of Educational Reforms (2000-2020) 

 
Based on the data shown in Table 1 and Figure 1, it can be stated that there is a relationship between the level 
of political stability and the number of educational reforms. For instance, in Kenya, FPE which was adopted in 
2003 was part of the National Rainbow Coalition agenda and was withdrawn immediately after the party 
assumed power. This is true for other developing countries where political parties employ education reform as 
a tool for gaining public support [25]. 
 
3.2 The Role of International Organizations 
The influence of international organizations such as the World Bank and UNESCO is relatively higher in 
developing countries. Such organizations provide financial support and knowledge to educational changes and 
at times develop policies that represent the neoliberal global system rather than the region’s needs. 
 

Table 2: Influence of International Organizations on Educational Policies in Selected Countries 
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Country International Organization Key Policy Influences 

Kenya World Bank, UNESCO Implementation of FPE, promotion of decentralization 

India World Bank, OECD Right to Education Act, Skill India 

China UNESCO, World Bank Expansion of higher education, vocational training reforms 

 
Figure 2: Contributions of International Organizations to Educational Funding (2000-2020) 

 
The study indicates that international organizations have played a central role in shaping educational policies 
in such countries as Kenya and India. In Kenya, the World Bank was instrumental in the adoption of FPE which 
as much as was applauded was not easy to implement due to resource constraints. Similarly in India measures 
such as the Right to Education Act were borrowed from global policies which were being promoted by the 
OECD and the World Bank [26]. 
 
3.3 Challenges in Educational Policy Implementation 
While the educational reforms that are politically motivated or supported by international organizations have 
positive effects, there are problems with the policies’ implementation. Some of the challenges include political 
interferences, problems of resource allocation, and differences in the level of stakeholders’ participation. 
 

Table 3: Challenges in the Implementation of Educational Policies in Selected Countries 

Country Policy Challenge Example 

Kenya Resource constraints Overcrowded classrooms due to FPE 

India Political interference Frequent changes in educational policy direction 

Japan Slow adaptation to global trends Log in integrating digital learning tools 

South Korea Stakeholder conflicts Tensions between government and teacher unions 

 
The specific difficulties encountered in the process of educational reforms are presented in Table 3. For 
instance, when FPE was introduced in Kenya, student enrolment increased sharply and the physical facilities 
available could not accommodate them. This led to overcrowded classes and a lack of teaching aids, which 
affected the quality of education that was offered [27]. In India, political intervention has been a major reason 
for the change of educational policies often which hampers continuity and planning [28]. 
 
3.4 Discussion of Results 
The findings of the study indicate that political agendas and international organizations can foster major 
changes in education, but they can also cause problems in the process of policy enactment. The experience 
of Kenya shows that politically motivated policies can result in significant changes in a short time while the 
practical application of such changes may be problematic. However, countries with more stable political 
systems such as Japan and South Korea do not make as many reforms, but when they do, they are much 
more long-term and well-thought-out. 
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On the one hand, it is advantageous that international organizations are involved, but they bring in policies that 
may not be suitable for the region. For instance, when the World Bank sought to decentralize governance in 
Kenya in a bid to increase efficiency, it encountered opposition based on bureaucratic systems and local 
governance. 
Based on the findings of the study, it is recommended that moderation of the educational reforms be done 
taking into consideration the political and international measures as well as the local challenges for 
sustainability. 
 
4. Conclusion 
Education and politics are closely related whereby political systems, beliefs, policies, and even systems at the 
international level influence the educational systems. As this research has demonstrated, educational policies 
are not only the reflection of the political context in which they are created but also the instrument of political 
transformation. The conclusion of this work suggests that the educational requirements and political factors 
should be considered while making the policy. 
The study also identifies the role of international organizations in the formulation of policies on education, 
especially in third-world nations. However, these organizations do provide support and information; however, 
their involvement is not without some controversy and so people begin to ask what is normal for the world and 
what is essential locally. 
The following are some of the challenges that are likely to be encountered in the formulation of the policy; 
political interferences, inadequate resources, and conflicting interests suggest that more stakeholders should 
be involved in the formulation of the policy in education. This will involve a sensitization of the education 
stakeholders including educators, students, and other civil society organizations to make the policies more 
sensitive to the needs of the education system. 
Therefore, it can be stated that the connection between education and politics is rather intricate, and one should 
be extremely careful in this area because of the conflicting interests and objectives that can be observed in this 
sphere. The nature of societies in terms of social cultural and economic cannot be overlooked when formulating 
policies and the policies that are formulated to support education should be able to address equity, access, 
and sustainability. More studies should continue the efforts to analyze the connections between education and 
politics within the globalization process to determine the measures to improve the effectiveness and equity of 
the educational systems. 
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